
September 8, 2023 

9:00 am 

Fr. John Schmitz, Celebrant 

Birthday Celebration 
for our 

Blessed Mother 

The National Shrine of Mary, Mother of the Church 



Thank you for joining us at The National Shrine of 

Mary, Mother of the Church to celebrate the 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

The birthday celebration of the Blessed Mother comes, 

appropriately, exactly nine months after the Feast of her 

Immaculate Conception. 

 Just as the angels celebrated Mary's birth 

as the “dawn of salvation,” 

 we too rejoice in the promises  

whispered by the birth of Mary. 

Please note that we will be live-streaming our celebration 
today on the Mothers’ Shrine Facebook page for the benefit 
of those who were not able to join us in person. Images and 
video captured today may also be utilized to promote the 
beauty and mission of the Mothers’ Shrine and devotion to 
the Blessed Mother. If you do not wish your image to be 
used, please notify us as soon as possible at 
shrinemothers@gmail.com.
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ORDER OF CELEBRATION 

HOLY MASS Fr. John Schmitz, Celebrant 

Let us celebrate with joy the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
for from her arose the sun of justice, Christ our God. 

PROCESSION IN THE SHRINE 
We invite everyone to join in procession and song as we honor the 

birthday of Mary! During our procession we will be offering our 
Blessed Mother a birthday votive candle created from the smaller 

birthday candles returned from Friends of the Shrine near and far. 
We will present a bouquet of roses symbolizing all the "spiritual 

bouquet" offerings from the Mothers' Shrine community members 
and a basket containing all the prayer intentions and birthday 

wishes sent in for this blessed event! 

Order of Procession 
Cross and Candle 
Bearers Honor Guard 
Birthday Votive Candle 
Knights of Columbus 
Ladies' Auxiliary 
Congregation 
Women of Mary 
Priest and Deacon  
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PROCESSION 

In Honor of Mary’s Birthday 

IMMACULATE MARY 
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SING OF MARY, PURE AND LOWLY 
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PRESENTATIONS 
Offerings to the Blessed Mother: 

Birthday Candle, created from candles returned 
from Friends of the Shrine near and far 
Bouquet of Roses representing Spiritual Bouquet 
Offerings 
Basket of Prayer Intentions and Birthday Wishes 

PRAYER AND BLESSING 

HAIL, HOLY QUEEN ENTHRONED ABOVE
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Please join us after Mass and the procession for coffee 
and donuts in St. Leo’s Hall and make your way to the 
Gift Shop to help support our important work at The 

Mothers’ Shrine. 

The Gift Shop hours today are 10 am ---- 3 pm. 

(573) 374-MARY (6279) | 176 Marian Drive | Laurie, MO 65037 
www.mothersshrine.com
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Many Thanks 
to all who contributed to our liturgy, especially: 

Rev. John Schmitz, Rector
Dcn. Dave Lovell

Choir of St. Patrick Catholic Church 
Server & Cross Bearer: Mike Miller 

Candle Bearers: Joe Gubbels, President/CEO, & Tom 
Vincent, Chairman of the Board

Honor Guard: Rick Purdon & Jim Gerke
Knights of Columbus, Mary, Mother of the Church 

Council 
Banner: Craig Huck, Knights of Columbus President;  

Ladies Auxiliary 
Spiritual Bouquet Offerings: Georgia Vincent, Ladies 

Auxiliary President

Women of Mary
Prayer Intentions: Denise Hiatt 

We are ever grateful to our benefactors whose support 
make the mission of the Mothers’ Shrine possible.  

Thank you to our Blessed Mother, and all 
mothers throughout the world, who have loved 

us and blessed us in so many ways. 

The National Shrine of Mary, Mother of the Church gratefully acknowledges the 
authors and composers whose materials are employed in this worship aid: 
Immaculate Mary © 1971, Faber Music Ltd. Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly Text: Roland 

F. Palmer Hail, Holy Queen Enthroned Above Text adapted: M. Owen Lee. 
Copyrighted materials reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-625317. All 
rights reserved. 


