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The year was 1951. At the height of the Korean War, loved ones of Walter 
Dixon were devastated to learn that the soldier had been killed in a 
bombing attack on his troop.

But Walter wasn’t dead. He was being held a prisoner of war. You can 
imagine his family’s unspeakable joy when, more than two years later, 
Walter returned home!

Such a reunion must be something like what the Mother of God 
experienced when she beheld her son Jesus, alive and well! The Gospel 
writers do not mention Mary in their accounts of the Resurrection — but 
Church tradition and many saints and popes have held with certainty that 
she was there. 

Pope St. John Paul II said, “... the Mother 
was probably the first person to whom  
the risen Jesus appeared … her role in the 
Resurrection of Christ was the completion 
of her mission at the Annunciation  
in Nazareth.” 

More than any other human being, Mary 
understands the sufferings and joys that 
earthly families, and especially moms, can 
endure throughout their children’s lives. 
As our model of faith-filled living, we do 
well to look to the Blessed Mother for 
strength and consolation each day.

(continued p.4)



We are gathering the FAITHFUL for a spiritual  
  and financial FOUNDATION to sustain our beautiful Shrine FOREVER.

Welcome to the inaugural issue of “Reflections,” the National Shrine’s periodic 
newsletter formerly called Pilgrim’s Corner.

It is our hope to share with you more stories, insights, and events to help you 
draw closer to the heart of Mary, especially in her role as Mother of the Church.

My name is Joe Gubbels. In January, I joined the Shrine staff here in Laurie, 
Missouri. I am honored to help further the mission of The National Shrine of 
Mary, Mother of the Church. 

My first weeks here at the Lake of the Ozarks have been inspiring both spiritually 
and emotionally. My wife, Diane, and I moved here from Washington, Missouri, 

to begin a new phase of our life. How lucky we are to become a part of this community — to live and work 
among such inspiring and faith-filled people devoted to Mary and this beautiful Shrine.  

We especially look forward to celebrating Mass in God’s beautiful nature with you, our four children, and five 
beautiful grandchildren.

From its outdoor amphitheater to the awe-inspiring sculpture of Our Lady … from its magnificent Mothers’ Wall 
to its flowing fountains … from its spiritual retreats and pilgrimages to outdoor Masses and other special events … 
the Shrine’s 56-acre campus is a year-round treasure and haven of peace for all.

I look forward to meeting you during the many 
summertime events and activities the Shrine has planned. 
I invite you to let us know how this Shrine can serve you 
and your family. 

And so, during this Easter season and beyond, I hope you 
will join us along the joyous journey.

Visit the National Shrine and help us share its spiritual 
riches with all people! Each of us is a steward of this 
priceless gift of God and its many ministries. Let us 
together protect it, preserve it, and promote it for 
generations to come.

In Mary, Mother of the Church

Joseph Gubbels

President/Chief Executive Officer

Thank You for Joining Us  
Along the Joyous Journey!
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The Mothers’ Shrine is a 
great community and family, 
definitely a strong presence of the 
Lord here. It has a hold of my heart,  
and absolutely caught me by 
surprise as a non-Catholic. It has 
opened my heart to God in more 
ways than I could ever imagine.” 

– recent visitor 
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The Mothers’ Wall at the National Shrine of Mary, Mother of the Church, is a 
stately granite monument paying tribute to mothers everywhere. Individuals and 
families may add their loved one’s name to the Wall as an enduring way to honor 
or remember any mother, living or deceased. 

Currently, 4,800 names of beloved mothers from 42 states and four continents 
are engraved. Anyone of any faith can add an honoree – be it your own mother, 
grandmother, mother of your children, favorite aunt, a daughter who is also a 
mother, or a person who has been a mother figure in your life.

Offerings are $450 for a first, middle and last name. (Longer or hyphenated 
names cost an additional $50.00.) Your offering furthers the Shrine’s ability to 
serve as a spiritual oasis for all people, especially mothers.

Add Your Loved One’s Name to the Mothers’ Wall

JoAnn Drake was born and raised in Laurie, Missouri. 
At age 13, she fell ill. During her recovery, JoAnn 
overheard the doctor tell her mother that JoAnn 
would probably never be able to have children.

Later during nursing school, nuns at JoAnn’s Catholic 
college encouraged students to present their needs in 
nine novenas to Our Mother of Perpetual Help. “The 
promise was that God and the Blessed Mother would 
work things out. And so we prayed. And somehow, 
some way, I knew the Blessed Mother would help us 
out,” JoAnn says.

Within the first year of marriage to Don, JoAnn was 
expecting. “I was so excited,” she recalls. 

That was more than 60 years ago. Today, the Drakes 
enjoy a loving and growing family that includes their 
13 children, 44 grandchildren, and some 20 great-
great grandchildren.

“I think being a mother is incredible, wonderful,” 
JoAnn says. “When Don and I moved back to 

St. Patrick parish 32 years ago, we watched the 
Mothers’ Shrine come together. It is a beautiful, 
serene, peaceful place to pray. When you come  
here, you realize that the Blessed Mother can really 
help you.”

For a young woman entrusting the deepest desire 
of her heart through Mary, Our Lady’s YES was 
unmistakably clear. Thirteen times over.

A Story of Faith & Hope:
One Young Woman’s Prayer to Mary 

If you would like to view the video of JoAnn’s 
story, visit the MOTHERS’ WALL section of 
our website: www.mothersshrine.com.

Request this unique and lasting gift by calling the Shrine  
office at 573-374-6279. Or, visit the “MOTHERS’ WALL” tab  
at the top of our website homepage at www.mothersshrine.com.



We need your assistance with our summer 
Masses! Many of you are at your lake homes 
in the summer months. Could you help us 
by volunteering to be ushers, lectors and 
greeters at our summer Masses? Please call 
Lori at the Shrine office to sign up for a 
weekend Mass any time you are at the lake.  
573-374-MARY (-6279)

Calling All 
Volunteers!

4

Stop in the office for 
either St. Patrick’s 
parish or Shrine 
business, and you’ll 
likely be greeted by 
Cecilia Bish (Ceil). 
Ceil volunteers her 
time for, as she says, 

“whatever needs to be done.”  With her many 
skills, she is instrumental in getting countless 
“whatevers” accomplished!

Ceil grew up in Batavia, New York. She 
moved to Texas seeking a job and there met 
her husband, Charles, originally from St. 
Joseph, Missouri. The couple moved around 
quite a bit with Charles’s job for a road 
construction company. They finally came to 
Missouri. Ceil worked for CoMo Electric here 
at the Lake for 25 years in customer service 
and processing payments. Ceil oversees the 
Shrine’s teams of money-counters, guiding 
us all to professionally process our collections 
and donations.  Ceil says, “I get things done 
behind the scenes.” 

That, she surely does!

Mary's Helper

Let your heart rejoice with Mary’s  
in every season of life!

Decorated with full military honors, Walter 
Barton Dixon was laid to rest at Missouri 
Veterans Cemetery in Waynesville on 
February 11, 2020. The 91-year-old had 
earned seven Purple Hearts during his service 
in three wars. Following his homecoming 
from Korea (back from “the dead”), Walter 
married Dee, the girl who’d grown up next 
door. The couple had three children and 
were married for 61 years. 

“So you also are now in anguish. But I will see 
you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no 
one will take your joy away from you.”  
John 16:22

(continued from cover)

“Through her [Mary, the Mother 
of God], as through a pure crystal, 
your mercy was passed on to us. 
Through her, man became pleasing 
to God; Through her, streams of 
grace flowed down upon us."

Saint Faustina, Apostle of Divine Mercy
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2022 Calendar of Events
NATIONAL SHRINE OF MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH

We are a pilgrim people, journeying through the varied landscapes  
of life on our way to the heavenly Jerusalem.  Let us travel light, 
unburdened by useless baggage – material or spiritual – and sing to God. 

Please join us for special events throughout the coming season. With seating capacity 
of 2,000 people for outdoor Shrine Masses, all attendees can seat themselves  
as far apart as they wish (far more than six feet). 

MAY 28/29
Outdoor Shrine Masses begin
8:00 p.m. Saturdays
8:30 a.m. Sundays

JUN 6 Feast of Mary, Mother of the Church Mass, 7:00 p.m.

JUN 11 Pilgrimage: speaker Ed Van Buskirk*

JUN 19 Corpus Christi Mass & Procession, 8:30 a.m.

JUL 10/11 Youth Pilgrimage from St. Cletus Church, St. Charles, MO

JUL 16 Pilgrimage: speaker Deby Sansone Schlapprizzi*

JUL 24/25 Youth Pilgrimage from All Saints Church, Minnesota

AUG 4 Bus Tour Pilgrimage from Belleville, IL

SEP 3/4 Last Weekend for Outdoor Shrine Masses

SEP 17 Pilgrimage: speaker Kathleen Lindemann*

SEP 24 Wedding at the Shrine

late SEP Second engraving on the Mothers’ Wall

12/24/22 - 1/8/23 Festival of Lights

*See next page for more information!
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Join fellow spiritual companions during 
the Shrine’s 2022 pilgrimages!

Register: 

Email shrinemothers@gmail.com  
or call 573-374-MARY (6279).  
Learn more about Shrine events  
at www.mothersshrine.com.

Our pilgrimages and lunch  
are offered without charge. 

Donations are gratefully received.

June 11  |  with Ed Van Buskirk

July 16  |  with Deby Sansone Schlapprizzi

September 17  |  with Kathleen Lindemann 

As a cradle Catholic and active parishioner, Ed felt he had a firm grasp of his faith. However,  
at age 47, he realized he’d forgotten something foundational — the Ten Commandments.  

That defining moment moved Ed to rediscover and share with others the wisdom and joy of the 
Commandments. Mr. Van Buskirk founded If U Love Me, a nonprofit prayer ministry that shares 
the joyous fulfillment in living out the Commandments via speakers, parish-based adult faith 
formation, videos, events, and more. 

Ed’s talks: (1) Mary: Our Role Model for Living the Commandments  
   (2) Spiritual Pruning for a Spiritual Springtime 

Deby Sansone Schlapprizzi is a nationally acclaimed speaker, television contributor, radio host  
and life activist. The Wall Street Journal has recognized Deby for her policy changing work. 

Let Deby help you unveil your God-given splendor and draw closer to Our Lord. Drawing from her 
profound faith and deep spirituality, as well as many years ministering to women, Deby gently urges 
you to shift your perspective, recognizing and embracing your magnificence — so that, at last, you 
can delight in the freedom and fullness of who you were created to be from the very beginning.

Deby’s talks:  (1) Our Lady, Queen of Splendor  
        (2) Live your Splendor, Acknowledge the Truth, Radiate your Faith

Kathleen Lindemann suddenly became aware of the presence of Jesus trying to break into her life — 
where? Of all places…the bathroom! 

Kathleen is an exhilarating and dynamic Catholic evangelist. Taking everyday life situations, she 
weaves the Joy of the Gospel into a practical application. Kathleen’s authentic personal stories 
are “hilarious and heartfelt.” Listeners will learn how to unleash the Gospel in their own lives as 
Kathleen leads them to realize how they can walk in the light of Christ.

Kathleen’s talks: (1) Mary’s “Yes” can be our Yes, Too  
             (2) Unlocking the Virtues to a Joyous Life

On the Journey Together:

Pilgrimage Schedule:
8:30 a.m.  Registration

Mid-day Lunch (provided)

4:30 p.m.   Closing Mass

Event offerings include:  
two speaker sessions, Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, Eucharistic 
Adoration, Benediction, Rosary 
and Divine Mercy Chaplet
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Summer 2022 Appeal for Restoration & Renewal

Thank you for your love for Mary, Mother of the Church 
and for your support of Our Lady’s beautiful, inspiring 
National Shrine here in Laurie, Missouri!  

The National Shrine of Mary, Mother of the Church is once again in 
beautiful bloom! Of course, to keep this peaceful haven flourishing as a 
spiritual destination takes a great many resources. Our ability to welcome 
thousands of visitors year-round would not be possible without so many 
parishioners, friends, and donors who continue to give generously. 

Many original Shrine structures which have served us for 30+ years are in 
need of repair or updates. Landscaping maintenance is also in order.

Please prayerfully consider sponsoring one of the following special needs 
by making a generous summer gift. Using the memo line of your check 
or the comment box on our online giving page, you may direct your 
support to a particular item listed or for the “greatest need.”

Use the enclosed 
envelope to return 
your gift. You may 
also DONATE at 
www.mothersshrine.
com. Or, call us at  
573-374-MARY (6279). 

Sharing the Gift of Our Mother’s Shrine
With Countless Generations to Come

Restoration of aging stone terraces,  
concrete and wooden stairs

Tree removal and groundskeeping needs  
to ensure safety

Summer maintenance personnel so we can  
continue to welcome thousands of visiting pilgrims

Electrical updates to 30-year-old components  
for lighting and to operate our beautifully  
turning sculpture of Mary

Musicians for our summer Masses

Design and construction of seating area  
for guests with disabilities

$94,200

$15,000

$19,000

$20,000

$5,000

$50,000

$203,200TOTAL NEEDED:



www.mothersshrine.com

176 Marian Drive
Laurie, MO 65037

The National Shrine of Mary, Mother of the Church NtlShrineofMary thenationalshrineofmary

Your Giving Tuesday gifts to the Shrine are at work to help 
improve our campus and facilities. 

New/repaired railings, fountains and office space are on the 
way. We completed the irrigation project needed to keep 
the Shrine grounds lush and growing. 

A master site plan has been developed in conjunction 
with St. Patrick parish church and the Diocese of Jefferson 
City. With your spiritual and financial support, we can 
proceed with developing plans to enhance the Shrine 
with a Conference Center allowing even more people to 
experience the Shrine’s spirituality and serenity year around.

The Shrine hosts various pilgrimage groups throughout 
the year. We provide Mass and refreshments or lunch. 
Visit our website or call us at (573) 374-6279  
to schedule your group for a pilgrimage.

Thank you for your generosity!
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