
 

 

MARCH 6, 2022                                                                                           FIRST  SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

As I sit reflecting on the long winter, the hardships, heart-

aches of loss, uncertainty of change, the worry for loved ones 

and the unrest in the world.  I began to pray. I realized as a 

Christian, we are given the gift of new life and mercies every 

morning. There is always hope during the cold and darkest 

winters of our lives. 

We pray, ask for forgiveness and long for spring. The season 

of rebirth, rejuvenation, renewal, resurrection and regrowth. 

We look forward to sitting in our beautiful Shrine dedicated 

to Mary and feeling the sun’s warmth on our faces. See the 

greening of the grass, and flowers popping through the soil. 

Hear the birds singing and the wind whistling through the 

newly opened leaves. Sweet smells of new life all around. 

Even though spring is still a bit of time away, we as Catholics 

have entered into our own springtime with Ash Wednesday. 

The beginning of Lent.    

Did you know the word 

“Lent” is from an Old 

English word “lencten,” 

meaning “spring”? 

Our spring, our 40 day 

journey has started. We 

as Catholics can be      

renewed and rejuvenat-

ed. We can melt away the 

habits that have pulled 

us from the graces and   

blessings of our God. 40 

days to read, pray, fast 

and sacrifice for the most 

perfect of rewards. 40 

days to build a beautiful habit of devotion and friendship with Jesus 

Christ who will fill all the spaces in our lives once filled with unnecessary 

things and habits. 

We are blessed to have The National Shrine of Mary, Mother of the 

Church here in our own back yard. Her out stretched arms welcome you. 

Mary will intercede for us and help us with our journey, we only need to 

ask.            

                                    May your journey bring you peace, love and renewed faith. 

       

Upcoming Events at the Shrine 
 

April 1        1st engraving on the Mothers’ Wall 

May 8        Mother’s Day Mass  in  Shrine–10:15 a.m. 

May 28/29    Shrine Masses begin 

        8:00 p.m. Saturday - 8:30 a.m. Sunday 
  

June 6       Feast of Mary, Mother of the Church Mass   

                      7:00 p.m. with Bishop McKnight presiding 

June 11          Pilgrimage – speaker Ed Van Buskirk  

June 19      Corpus Christi Mass and procession 8:30 a.m. 

July 16       Pilgrimage – 

       speaker: Deby Sansone Schlapprizzi 

Sept. 3/4     Last Weekend for Shrine Mass  

Late Sept.    2nd engraving on the Mothers’ Wall 

Sept. 17       Pilgrimage – speaker: Kathleen Lindeman 

Nov. 24, 2022—Jan. 8, 2023  —  Festival of Lights 

“Dear Blessed Mother, 

whisper my name in 

Jesus’ ear and ask Him 

to help me live this Lent 

to the fullest. Through 

your intercession, ob-

tain for me the grace of 

conversion where I 

need it most.” 


