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The Story of the Immaculate Conception of Mary  

Few doctrines of the Catholic Church are as misunderstood as the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, which Catholics celebrate every year on December 8. Many people, including many Catholics, think that 
the Immaculate Conception refers to the conception of Christ through the action of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. That event, though, is celebrated at the feast of the Annunciation of the Lord (March 25, nine 
months before Christmas). What is the Immaculate Conception? 

The Immaculate Conception refers to the condition that the Blessed Virgin Mary was free from Original Sin from the 
very moment of her conception in the womb of her mother, Saint Anne. We celebrate the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary—her birth—on September 8; nine months before that is December 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 

The Development of the Doctrine of the Immaculate Conception Fr. John Hardon, S.J., in his Modern Catholic Dictionary, notes that 
"Neither the Greek nor Latin Fathers explicitly taught the Immaculate Conception, but they professed it implicitly." It would take many 
centuries, though, for the Catholic Church to recognize the Immaculate Conception as a doctrine—as something which all Christians 
must believe—and many more before Pope Pius IX, on December 8, 1854, would declare it a dogma—that is, a doctrine that the Church 
teaches was revealed by God Himself. 

The Declaration of the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception 
In the Apostolic Constitution Ineffabilis Deus, Pope Pius IX wrote that "We declare, pronounce, and define that the doctrine which holds 
that the most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instance of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege granted by Almighty God, in 
view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human race, was preserved free from all stain of original sin, is a doctrine revealed 
by God and therefore to be believed firmly and constantly by all the faithful." As Father Hardon further writes, the Blessed Virgin's 
"freedom from sin was an unmerited gift of God or special grace, and an exception to the law, or privilege, which no other created per-
son has received."                                                                                                                                  
The Immaculate Conception Anticipates Christ's Redemption of All Mankind  Another misconception people 

have is that Mary's  Immaculate Conception was neces-
sary to ensure at Original Sin would not be passed on to 
Christ. This has never been a part of the teaching on the 
Immaculate Conception; rather, the Immaculate Concep-
tion represents Christ's saving grace operating in Mary 
in anticipation of His redemption of man and in God's 
foreknowledge of Mary's acceptance of His Will for her.  
In other words, the Immaculate Conception was not a 
precondition for Christ's act of redemption but the result of that act. It is 
the concrete expression of God's love for Mary, who gave herself fully, 
completely, and without hesitation to His service. 

 
 
 

Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving,  
‘Giving Tuesday’ kicks off the  charitable season of year end giving. 

 

 

We ask that you combine your love of Mary with the commitment to 
the Shrine in her honor.  

 
 

The strong relationship with the Mothers’ Shrine and its mission of 
honoring ALL mothers and family life will continue to inspire others 

who come to our Shrine.  
 

 

We appreciate your donations and this year we have 
earmarked donations to go towards: 

 

Repairing and painting our hand railings 
Painting of the fountain pools 

Rewiring 4 lighted poles that are 30 years old 
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