
The History of the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of 
God 

In the early centuries of the Church, once Christmas 
began to be celebrated as its own feast on December 
25 (having originally been celebrated with the Feast of 
the Epiphany, on January 6), the Octave (eighth day) of 
Christmas, January 1, took on a special meaning. In the 
East, and throughout much of the West, it became 
common to celebrate a feast of Mary, the Mother of 
God, on this day. This feast was never established in the 
universal calendar of the Church, however, and a 
separate feast, celebrating the Circumcision of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ (which would have taken place a week after 
His birth), eventually took hold of January 1. 

With the revision of the liturgical calendar at the time 

of the introduction of the Novus Ordo, the Feast of the 

Circumcision was set aside, and the ancient practice of 

dedicating January 1 to the Mother of God was 

revived—this time, as a universal feast. 

The Shrine is planning the pilgrimages for 2021!!  

We have some exciting plans that include a youth 

pilgrimage, a family pilgrimage with a noted 

speaker from the St. Louis area,  and a couple of 

other pilgrimages.  We are looking for volunteers 

to assist with the luncheons.  We also need 

volunteers to sit at the registration desk or help 

with a guided tour of the grounds. 

Please call Kim at (573) 374-6279 if you are 

interested in helping.   

Thank you so much for all you’ve done this year 

and will continue to do in the new year. 

God bless you and your family. 

Happy New Year!! 
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