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At this time we are busy getting ready for the Festival
of Lights. They will be ready for your enjoyment
beginning the evening of November 25th. The lights
will go out on January 10th, 2021. It’s the perfect
start to a joyful Advent season.

Please watch for our newsletter coming in the mail. If
you don’t receive one, stop in the office and pick one
up from Kim'’s desk or give her a call @ (573) 374-
6279 and she’ll get one in the mail to you.

The Shrine is planning the 2021 calendar !! If you are
looking for a spiritual place to have an event such as a
pilgrimage or a retreat please give Kim a call to discuss
the needs of your group.

A COUPLE OF INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT
THANKSGIVING.

1. The first American Thanksgiving was actually
celebrated on September 8 (feast of the birth of the
Blessed Virgin) in 1565 in St. Augustine, Florida. The
Native Americans and Spanish settlers held a feast
and the Holy Mass was offered. This was 56 years
before the Puritan pilgrims of Massachusetts. Don
Pedro Menendez came ashore amid the sounding of
trumpets, artillery salutes and the firing of cannons to
claim the land for King Philip Il and Spain. The ship
chaplain Fr. Francisco Lopez de Mendoza Grajales
chanted the Te Deum and presented a crucifix that
Menendez ceremoniously kissed. Then the 500
soldiers, 200 sailors and 100 families and artisans,
along with the Timucuan Indians celebrated the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass in gratitude to God.

2. “Thanksgiving” in Greek is Eucharistia. Thus, the
Body and Blood of Christ is the true “Thanksgiving
Meal”.




